FRANCE WAS A DREAM WHICH
HAD T0 COME TRUE

Ceorgian pianist and philanthropist Elisso Bolkvadze has spent
more than 20 years abroad, most recently living and perform-
ing in France, She gives concerts in countries around the world,

performs at season openers, and fills large concert halls.

hen did France first come up in your life?
In my childhood, | alwavs wanted my mother to buy
French perfume for me. So, this is how France first came
up in my life, a country that I had never even sccn. France
was a dream which had o come true, My subconscious was taking me
there. In other countries, you are never quite fully received. They may
pive vou applasse, but vou are more interesting for them when you are
living in your home country. It is very difficult to become established on
the world stage and it does not always happen according to ome’s achieve-
ments. Luck plavs a lange role. Artisis, and especially miusicians, need a
group of people around them who create a good aum, give off energy, in
order for them to move forward.

Ome day, I decided to play at the Marguerite Long prano compelfition in
France, which I might not have won, but [ knew that something significant
would happen. And it really did happen — something changed in m
[ was successful at the competition, recerved many offers, among them

v life.
one from Michel Sogny who would tum out to he very important in my
life. In short, 1 ended up staying in France. From then on, France became
a place where [ had to do something to get myy foot in the door

What role did Michel Sogny play in your career?

Michel plaved an important role oot only in my career, but also m the
development of my personal identity. He completely changed the course
of my life. He became involved in the development of not only my musi-
cal but also world views, Thanks to him, [ became better acquainted with
French culture and literature.

What happened after you established your career in France that
allowed vou to connect Georgia and France?

In 20086, 1 performed a concert at the Palais des Invalides in Pariz which
was organized with the GGeorgian Embassy and was very well received. In
like manner, [ have performed many other times. After the August 2008
War, I performed a henefit concert in Paris’s La Madebeine in which all
proceeds went to restore a school in Crort.

Bringing “Mezzo™ to Thilisi is probably a continnation of this relation-
ship.

This concert was truly a big event. The project — *Mezzo in Thilisi" -
became established in 2008 a2 the result of moy indtiative and partnership with
Creorgia'’s Minister of Calture and Morument Protection MNika Runua,

The channel's film crew' {until then, Mezzo had not carried out a project
of this scale in the South Caocasus) filmed a special concert featuning
the works of young Georgian composer Archil Giorgobiani performed
by the Georgtan Symphonic Orchestra and three penerations of pianists
This was a huge event and, 1f we take into consideration that 30 million
people watch Mezzo, | think that the project was very interesting and
portentous for us,

[ try to make France more familiar with my country through my work
and personal relationships,

How did you get started with these endeavours?

In 1998, when 1 invited Michel Sogny to come to Thilizi, Georgia was

experiencing difficult times. [ had Michel, who at that time was establish-
ing hig own international foundation 505 Talent”, listen to several young

musicians, This foundation has been around for 12 vears already and i3
very sucesstul

The first people whom were helped by the foundation were Khatia and
Gvantsa Buniatishvili, who spent four years with us (at that time, the
organization was in Austria) and they tock their first steps — choosing a
repertoire ofc. — with the help of Michel. After them were Tamuna Beraa,
Ana Kipiani and others

A few months ago, the Elisso Bolkvadze Chanty Foundation, which 15
hased on S08 Talent, was opened. My foundation will work its hardest
to assist Georgian pianists. The intemational foundation links people from
various couniries; my foundation only works with Georgians,

You have had many concerts, but which of your more recent ones
would you say stand out?

I performed big concerts in Paris’s Salle Plevel and Salle Gaveau, Before
the comcert, the conductor said that Elisso Bolkvadze represents Georgia
in such a way that we can frecly say that she is the ambassador and face
of Georgia, This was one of the happiest moments of my life.

Why do vou think s0 many artistic people have been and are at-
tracted to France, in. particalar Paris?

Pariz was and is one of the world’s cultural centers. When you go there,
everything comes to life before your eyes — history, art, people... There
i5 an incredible concentration, incredible harmony, which makes Pans a
truly umgue place.

Interviewed by Lela Ochiguri












